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Friday 6th November 2026 

 
      

 

St. Benedict’s Catholic        

Primary School 
Learning and Challenge Rooted in Faith 

 It was wonderful to welcome everyone back to St Benedict’s after our half-term break. I hope you 

all enjoyed a restful week and are feeling refreshed and ready for an exciting new half-term. 

This week, we have reflected on the Feast of All Saints, a special Holy Day of Obligation in our 

Church calendar. It is a time to remember all those who are already in heaven and to reflect on 

our own calling to be saints. As Pope Leo XIV reminds us, holiness is for everyone. We are all called 

to bring love, mercy and peace into our everyday lives. Peace is not simply something we pray for 

in the wider world; it begins much closer to home – in our families, friendships, workplaces and 

communities. Peace begins with each one of us.  

Throughout the month of November, we take time to remember those who are no longer with us, 

including all those who gave their today for our tomorrow. As the month progresses, we will provide 

a number of opportunities for the children to reflect on those who gave their lives during wars and 

conflicts to protect the freedoms and values we hold dear. We will also remember our own loved 

ones who, although no longer physically with us, remain forever in our hearts. 

Our Pupil Chaplains invite families to send in a photograph, prayer or the name of a loved one they 

would like us to remember. These precious contributions will be displayed in our focal prayer area in 

the school hall, creating a special space for remembrance and reflection. 

May this month of remembrance provide us all with an opportunity to pause, give thanks for the 

lives of those we have loved and lost, and keep their memories alive in our hearts and prayers. 

Have a blessed weekend, 

Mrs McAlpine 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 8th November 2026 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them,  

O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. 

May they rest in peace. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Month – 

November 

 
Let us pray for the proper use of wealth.  

That people use their money and blessings 

unselfishly to help the common good and 

support those who have less. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 13th November  

Flu immunisation YR – Y6 

Children in Need 

(Children can wear merchandise  

with their school uniform). 
 

Tuesday 16th November 

Odd Sock Day  
 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th November 

Anti-Bullying Week  

Maths Week England 
 

Thursday 19th November 

Used clothing collection 
 

Friday 27th November  

TAG Day (no uniform day) 

(KS1 Chocolates/ KS2 Bottles) 

 2.30pm Rocksteady Concert (for those invited) 
 

Thursday 3rd December 

Year 3 Rochester Cathedral 
 

Friday 4th December  

2.30pm Advent Wreath Service  
 

Wednesday 9th December  

10 am Infant Nativity 

Cross Country Event  

3:30pm Christmas Market 
 

Thursday 10th December 

2pm Infant Nativity 

Christmas Jumper Day 
 

Friday 11th December  

Grandparent’s Tea Party 
 

Tuesday 15th December  

9 am Pre-school Advent Craft and Play 

2.30pm EYFS Nativity  
 

Wednesday 16th December  

2pm Junior Carol Concert 

6pm Junior Carol Concert 
 

Thursday 17th December 

Christmas Dinner 

Christmas Parties 
 

Friday 18th December  

9am Gifts from God Assembly  

(For those invited) 

2pm School Finishes 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

       
 

 
Please speak to us if you have any concerns. 

 
 

School Term Dates 

Holiday Booking 
Schools are not permitted to authorise holidays in 

school time.  
 

Please see the term dates below to help you plan 

your holiday. 

Christmas Break   

Monday 21st December – Friday 1st January * 

February Break   

Monday 15th February- Friday 19th February* 

Easter Break 

Friday 26th March- Friday 9th April  

Late Spring Break 

Monday 31st May- Friday 4th June 

Summer Term Ends  

Wednesday 21st July 

 

Future Inset Days 

*Monday 4th January 2027 

*Monday 22nd February 2027 

Monday 21st June 2027 

 

Key Assessment Dates 
 

Key Stage 2 Tests (Year 6) 

The statutory Key Stage 2 tests are timetabled from 

Monday 10th May 2027 to Thursday 13th May 2027 

 

Multiplication Tables Check (Year 4) 

Schools must administer the Multiplication Tables 

Check within the 2-week period from Monday 7th June 

2027 – Friday 18th June 2027. 

 

Phonics Screening Check (Year 1) 

Schools must administer the Phonics Screening Check 

within the 1-week period from  

Monday 14th June 2027 – Friday 18th June 2027.  

 
 

 



   

                       

 

 

Year R 

Learner: Heavenly- for wonderful progress 

with sound blending, becoming 

increasingly confident with lots of new 

words. 

 

Superstar: Jireh – for fantastic progress in 

his attitude to learning and working 

extremely hard to follow the  class rules. 

Year 1 

Learner: Winnie – well done for your 

super work in math’s completing your 

number bonds to 10.   

 

Superstar: Thank you, Rosie, for 

showing integrity by always trying to 

do the right thing, even when no one is 

looking. 
Year 2 

Learner: Elizabeth for her fantastic 

imagination and the exciting predictions 

she wrote using the front cover of our 

story, inspired by clues from the front 

cover.  Well done Elizabeth! 

 

Superstar: Karina, for being such a mature 

and hardworking learner who consistently 

makes good choices.  Shows great 

responsibility in both her behaviour and 

learning, always trying her best and setting 

a fantastic example to others.  

Year 3 

Learner: Jacob, for being really 

focused and hard working all week, 

answering questions enthusiastically 

and especially impressing me with his 

Maths! 

 

Superstar: Henry, for showing our 

school value of Integrity by being so 

kind, honest and reliable all the time, 

even when no one is watching! 

 

Year 4 

Learner: Sam – you have persevered and 

made great improvements with column 

subtraction methods this week. You are 

now much more confident and accurate – 

well done. 

 

Superstar: Sonny – thank you for working 

so hard and trying your best every day. You 

are always ready and prepared to learn.  

 

Year 5 

Learner: Our learner of the week is 

Isaiah for his increased participation in 

class discussions. We are very proud of 

your progress- keep it up! 

 

Superstar: Our superstar this week is 

John for having an excellent attitude to 

his learning and for always showing 

integrity! 

 

Year 6 

Learner:  Dylan is our Learner of the Week for his conscientious approach to learning and the 

consistent effort he puts into his work. He is working hard in Maths, demonstrating a positive 

attitude and determination to deepen his understanding. In English, he has produced a fantastic 

balanced argument, incorporating the key features of the genre. Well done, Dylan! 

 

Superstar: Bella is our Superstar of the Week for consistently demonstrating our school values 

through her positive attitude and actions. She has arrived each morning ready to learn, gets straight 

on with her work and has shown great initiative and independence. She has also been a reliable and 

committed member of our Chaplaincy Team, demonstrating kindness, responsibility and a 

willingness to support others. Well done, Bella! You are a wonderful role model to your peers! 

 

 

  

 



 

  

Attendance Winners 

Week Before Half-Term 
 

1st    

Year R 99.12%          
 

 

School Dinners 
 

Please remember to pre-order your child’s school 

dinner each week.  You must check out the 

basket after you have made your choices to 

submit to our system.  You can book as many 

weeks ahead as you wish as long as you have 

enough funds to cover the bookings in your 

account. (KS1 universal free school meals do not 

have to pay for meals). 

 

Please see the new Autumn Winter menu for 

Term 2 menu further in the newsletter. 

 

Christmas dinner is on 17th December. There will 

be no jacket potatoes or sandwiches available 

on this day. 

 

House Team Winners for Term 1 

Joint Winners 362 points  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Value of the Week Next 

Week 

 
 

We are  

self-motivated. 

Catholic Social Teaching 

(CST) 

Principle of the Week 

 

Times Table Rockstars 

Fastest - Rocco Year 6  

Highest- Rocco Year 6 

Most Improved – Isa Year 5 

Star – Oscar Year 6  

 
 

Children in Need 
Next Friday, is Children in Need Day. 

Children may wear an accessory e.g. 

socks, hairband, badge etc. to school on 

Friday.  School uniform must be worn as 

well. 

Parents may pay donations directly to the 

charity if they wish to. Please do not send 

any donations into school. 

 



  

 

 

 

 
Poppy Appeal  

 
Our Pupil Chaplains will continue selling 

poppies and other Remembrance items next 

week. 

If your child would like to purchase a stick-on 

poppy or any other items available, please 

send in some money in a clearly labelled 

envelope. They can then place this in the 

collection box.  

The suggested donation for snap bands and 

bracelets is £1 each.  Please note stocks are 

limited. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medway Messenger First Class Picture Special- Reception Class 

 
 

This is a reminder of the First Class photos will be in your local Medway Messenger newspaper next week 

on Thursday, November 12, 2026.   

 

You can get the Medway Messenger with the First Class 2026 picture special from your local newsagent, 

or supermarket. 

 

You can also get a digital copy of the Medway Messenger, and to celebrate the First Class 2026 picture 

special, parents of children in the First Class photos can take advantage of an exclusive offer just for 

them. They get a full year’s worth of access to the KentOnline premium website, our app, and all of our 

digital newspapers and supplements for just £20, that’s better than half price, by using the offer code 

FIRSTCLASS at www.kentonline.co.uk/subscribe 

 

 

 

http://www.kentonline.co.uk/subscribe
http://www.kentonline.co.uk/subscribe


  
Lunchtime Club 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

          

 

 

Christmas Card Design 

Competition  
 

 Flu Immunisation Programme  

The consent portal will close at 4pm on 10/11/2026. 

Whether parents wish for their child to receive the vaccination or not, it is important that they complete 

a consent form with their decision. This helps us ensure that we bring sufficient vaccine supplies and that 

no child is missed on the day. 

www.kentimmunisations.co.uk  

School's unique code: KT149979 

 

http://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/
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Parish News  

 

 

 

 

http://stsimonwalderslade.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/11/2026-11-1-Newsletter.pdf


  

 



 



 
 

 
  



 

 

Medway Childcare Services Survey 

 

Medway Council are inviting parents, carers, and childcare providers across Medway to take part in our childcare 

surveys. 

Your feedback is extremely important in helping us understand the current childcare landscape, identify any gaps in 

provision, and ensure that childcare services meet the needs of local families. Whether you currently use childcare, 

provide childcare, or are looking to access childcare in the future, your views matter. 

The surveys are short and should take no more than 10 minutes to complete, but the information you and your 

families provide will make a valuable difference to future childcare planning across Medway. 

By taking part, you will help us to: 

• Identify where there may be shortages in childcare places. 

• Understand the types of childcare families need and when they need it. 

• Gather feedback on the challenges and opportunities facing childcare providers. 

• Inform future planning and development of childcare services across Medway. 

• Ensure the voices of parents, carers, and providers are heard. 

We are keen to hear from as many people as possible to build an accurate picture of childcare provision across 

Medway. Every response helps us better understand local needs and supports future decision-making. 

Please complete as soon as possible using the link or QR Code below: 

School Age Childcare Parental Survey 

https://surveys.medway.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=179207382519 

 

 
 

https://surveys.medway.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=179207382519

